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STEVE FOSSETT, SOLO BALLOON FLIGHT 

1132. Mr BOWLER to the Minister for Tourism: 
What assistance has the State Government provided to Northam to promote the Avon region during Steve 
Fossett’s attempt to circumnavigate the world in a balloon, and how will Western Australia benefit from this 
event? 

Mr BROWN replied: 
I thank the member for Eyre for that question.  This is an important matter.  It is the sixth attempt by Steve 
Fossett to fly around the world in that fantastic balloon.  It is a solo flight, and if he is successful, it will be a 
world record.  I was advised prior to question time that he is currently flying over New South Wales.  If 
everything is successful, he expects to be back in Australia in a couple of weeks.  I had the good fortune to meet 
with his on-ground crew.  The type of technology that must be used to assist this flight - the member for Warren-
Blackwood agrees - is quite remarkable.  The untrained think that the balloon can simply be launched and then 
everybody hopes for the best, but much more sophisticated -  

Mr Masters:  Did you consider going with him? 

Mr BROWN:  I did not get the opportunity to do that.  However, I looked at the compartment, and it would have 
been very close living for two people.  I am not sure that he would have necessarily enjoyed the company.   

The State Government responded to a request from the Town of Northam for financial assistance and has 
provided $25 000 to the town.  This would have assisted the town in providing a grandstand for 2 500 visitors 
and setting up ablution and lighting facilities, a public address system and directional signage.  For the launch 
yesterday I understand that there was national and international television coverage by the BBC and CNN.  In a 
very important way, this is promoting Western Australia.  Mr Fossett’s web page has a direct link to a Western 
Australian web page that provides information about visiting Western Australia.  I am told that 70 000 people 
have visited the web site in the past two days, which is extraordinary. 

Mr Trenorden:  You will be happy to know that I checked that the money has been well spent. 

Mr BROWN:  I thank the member for Avon.  I appreciate his support.  I conclude by saying that I am sure that 
all of us in this Chamber wish Mr Fossett well in his attempt.  I am sure that we all hope he will be successful on 
this occasion.  If he is, the exposure for Western Australia, and for Northam in particular, will be beneficial to 
both the State and that region. 
 


